	Mays                                Taylor                                                                    Southern California

DS                            A  7.3 OLB



	Last Name                        First Name                                                                 College                             Position                    Final Grade

6030                                235                                                                             *4.35e

	Height                             Weight                                                                         40 speed                                                              Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	                           SECTION GRADE:                                     8.0
	                                                                                        

	Q.A.B                               8.5

Quick Feet                        8.0

C.O.D.                              8.0

Flexibility                         7.0

Coordination                    6.5
	Taylor is probably the fastest safety (maybe fastest player overall). He has outstanding athletic ability. His measurables are off the charts. He has very quick feet and can change direction. Being the deep man in most coverages he has to have the flexibility and good hips to cover sideline to sideline.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	                           SECTION GRADE:                                      7.5
	

	Toughness                        8.0

Clutch Play                      7.0

Production                       8.0

Consistency                     7.0

Team Player                      8.0

Pride / Quit                       8.0
	He is an unquestionably tough guy. He never minds putting his head into the chest of the ball carrier. He had great production in college. He had a great front seven in front of him so his tackle stats are more quality than quantity.  He does not quit on any play and sometimes goes too hard. 

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	                            SECTION GRADE:                                        7.0
	

	Learn / Retain                     7.0

Inst/Reaction                      7.0

Concentration                     7.0
	Taylor is a very smart player. Many questioned his decision to return for his senior year, but he is proved that it was the right decision to make him a better player. He has great instincts and flies to the ball.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	                            SECTION GRADE:                                        8.5
	

	Body Type                         9.0
	Taylor may be the biggest safety I have ever seen. He will make waves at the combine because of his exceptional size, strength, and speed. I worry a little about durability. He is always looking for the big hit and usually makes it, but if he misses it can mean a big play for the offense. Must hit and wrap when making tackles.

	Durability                           6.0
	

	Explosion                           8.0
	

	Play Strength                     8.0
	

	GDE        CATEGORY               COMMENTS DESCRIPTION                 GAMES VIEWED                 COMBINE NOTES

	7.0
	READ & REACT
	Is very good at reading the QB and reacting to the ball
	Vs Ohio State 2008

@ Ohio State 2009

Vs Penn State 2008

@ Virginia 2008


	225 REPS    23

VERTICAL JUMP  41”

BROAD JUMP  11’4”

20 SHUTTLE  N/A

60 SHUTTLE  N/A

3 CONE    N/A



	6.0
	M / M COVERAGE
	Was not in man to man coverage every much. USC runs a lot of Man Free and zone coverage.
	
	

	7.0
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Excellent in zone coverage. Usually deep man.
	
	

	7.0
	BREAK AND CLOSE
	Is able to break and close on the ball carrier
	
	

	6.5
	HIPS / TURN ABIL.
	Has good hip movement and can turn and run with the TE or WR
	
	

	6.5
	TACKLING
	Is a good tackler. Better technique will make him a great tackler. 
	
	

	9.0
	HITTING ABILITY
	Taylor is an extremely hard hitter.
	
	

	6.5
	HANDS- INT.
	Had 3 int. as a frosh. 1 as a sophomore (LB). Not one pick his junior year. And only one his senior year. Needs to make more plays on the ball.
	

	6.0
	HANDS FGT-BLK
	He needs to work on using his hands to get rid of blockers. 
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	8.0
	DEEP SPEED
	Has ability to run all over the field
	ATHLETIC ABILITY   8.5                    COVERAGE  7.0

TACKLING           7.0                             COMPETES  9.0

PLAY SPEED   9.0                                  INSTINCTS   6.5

	N/A
	RETURN ABILITY
	Mays did not return any kicks.
	

	6.5
	ERRORS
	Doesn’t make too many mental errors, but must hit and wrap to avoid giving up the big play.
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Taylor is a very smart player. He has all the physical tools to be a great football player. He is huge and fast and can lay down the law. 


	Because of his desire for the big hit, he will miss a lot of tackles and at safety that cannot happen. Has to be more of a ball hawk and make more picks.  

	SUMMARY

	Taylor Mays is a phenomenal athlete who makes big hits. With all the big hits comes a greater risk of injury. He is the emotional leader of the Trojans. His combination of size and speed is unmatched at his position. He has quick feet and has the ability to cover sideline to sideline. He must learn to hit and wrap so he doesn’t give up too many big plays.  I feel that he made the right decision to come back for his senior year even though he did get hurt against Ohio State. It may cost him draft status, but the extra work will make him a better player in the end. I feel that he will not only be able to play safety but also outside backer as well. His versatility will make Defensive Coordinators salivate. They will be able to put him all over the field. 




