Pros: Good size, strength and quickness. Does a good job of penetrating upfield using his quickness and has an impressive motor. Can split or fight off double teams due to his hustle, and can play with good leverage to hold up versus 1 on 1 blocks in the run game. Shows an effective swim move and when he plays with good leverage he can threaten as a bull-rusher when rushing the QB. Is a good wrap-up tackler and will make plays in pursuit.

Cons: Needs to improve his hand usage and his ability to shed blocks and struggles mightily when double teamed, and can be engulfed at the line of scrimmage by bigger guards. Could stand to add strength and develop more/better pass rush moves.

Overall: Houston is a quality UT prospect and you have to love his work ethic and his motor. He won’t be a great defensive tackle in the NFL, but at worst he will be a contributor in a rotation due to his motor, quickness upfield and his work ethic. At best he will be a reliable starter and he will develop into a 5 sack a season pass rusher as well as a guy who can get TFL’s in a penetrating defensive system. 

Projection: 2nd-3rd round: I think he will go in the early 3rd round, but he could sneak into the later portion of the 2nd round. I would love to see him slide to the Falcons’ selection in the 3rd round, but I know that probably won’t happen.

SKILLS
1-poor, 2-weak, 3-above average, 4-very good, 5-elite

STRENGTH: 3.5
POINT OF ATTACK: 3.0
QUICKNESS: 3.5
PASS RUSH: 3.0
MOTOR: 4.0
