Pros: Good, powerful build and he runs with a lot of power, but also has good speed for a power back. He seeks out contact and lowers his pads and will run over defenders, and will pop linebackers and drive his legs for extra yards. When you go in for the big hit on Gerhart he will return the favor and often bounce off of you as he has good balance. Runs well between the tackles and has good vision to find a hole or a seam and has surprising quickness to hit the hole and get upfield. Flashes the speed to get the corner and has pretty good hands for a running back.

Cons: Doesn’t have home-run threat speed and will mainly be a running back who wears down defenses between the tackles in the NFL. It seems to me that he may have some ball security issues down the road since he doesn’t hold the ball very close to his body. He needs to work on pass protection before he will be able to be a starter. 

Overall: Gerhart is a solid running back and he will be able to contribute immediately in the NFL as a complementary running back, similar to Jason Snelling’s current role on the Falcons. He can fill in in the case of injury and help wear down defenses with his powerful running style to make life easier for the home-run hitter on the team. Once he develops a bit as a receiver and more as a blocker he will be qualified to be a starter. While he won’t reel off many long runs he will wear defenses down with powerful runs between the tackles, and many running backs have and will make careers out of starting roles like that. Gerhart has the ceiling to be an effective starter and his floor is a complementary runner, so he is a fairly safe pick.

Projection: 3rd round: He might sneak into the 2nd round, but I think a 3rd round pick for a guy who can contribute as a rookie and eventually develop into a workhorse starter is a good value, and some team will grab him in that range.

SPEED: 3.0
POWER: 5.0
AGILITY: 3.0
VISION: 3.5
HANDS: 3.0
BLOCKING: 3.0
