51 Ryan Gardner, RW, Shoots R
DOB: April 18, 1978

Height: 6’06

Weight: 215

Offensively:

The strongest point of his game is his play in front of the net. He uses his big size well as he positions himself perfectly in the slot area. Was always in front of the net when there was a shot from the point. Due to his size it’s almost impossible to get him out of this area. Good game overview and good stickhandling skills also in traffic. He made many nice opening passes that lead to great scoring chances. Soft passes on the 1st and 3rd goal in the first period. Good screens on the 3rd and 4th goal. Played the position in front of the net also on the 1st powerplay unit. He had only one shot on net in this game so his shot was hard to evaluate. Seems to have a quick release. Because he positions himself down low in front of the net he is not often in a good shooting position. Scores a lot of his goals by deflections or putting in rebounds.
Defensively:

To be the 1st guy in on the forecheck he is too slow. Comes in as the 2nd guy and does a good job on supporting his teammates along the boards. With his long reach he digged out many loose pucks and then made a good play. He does not care much about backchecking. Because he is often positioned down low right in front of the opposite net he was most of the time the last guy of his line being back in the defensive zone. Once he is there he has a very good positioning and plays strong along the boards. Made some smart plays along the boards and is very reliable by getting the puck out of the zone. Because of his long reach and the good positioning he is also very valuable on the penalty kill. Good use of his long stick to cut off passing lanes. Played an importnat role in a 3 on 5 situation as he was able to clear the puck out of the zone several times.
Overall:
Ryan Gardner is for sure a very valuable player for his team. Probably the best player in front of the net of the swiss pro league. He does not skate long ways but reads the play well and is most of the time in the right position. Takes advantage of his long reach along the boards and in the defensive zone. Does not use his size to physically abuse opponents. Had only one hit in this game. He is a leader on his team, communicates a lot on the ice as well as on the bench. Skating is his weakest point as he is not very fast and he looks heavy on his feet. Because of his size he looks even slower than he is. But he is strong and has good balance. Can hardly be knocked off the puck. Has to work on his first steps to get more explosive. Like that he would be an even more dangerous player.
Future:

Gardner is a very valuable player that gets offers from many teams around the league every season (has already signed with rival SC Bern for next season). If he stays healthy he can certainly remain a top player of this league for many more years. Because he is double citizen (swiss/canadien) he is not counted as an important player, what makes him even more interesting. I do not see him moving up to an even higher level. To do so he would have to improve his speed and explosiveness significantly.

