General Information

Name
Junior Sandoval

Age
17
Height
5’10”

Weight
150
Position
Midfield

Club
Centennial High School
Contract Expiry
High School Senior

Fixture
Georgia State High School tournament semi-final – Centennial v. East Coweta (Final 6-2 Centennial)

Scout
Damon Gardiner
Date
5/7/09
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MIDFIELD

Ball Control
Junior possesses excellent ball control under various circumstances, be it under pressure, on the move, or receiving the ball in the air or on the ground.  East Coweta marked him very tight all game, often times double teaming him.  It was harder for him to receive the ball being double-teamed, but he was still able to make an impact with 2 goals and 3 assists. 
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Running with the ball
Displays great confidence moving with the ball.  His touches were very delicate and controlled to keep the ball rolling at the same pace he was running.

[image: image3]

Attacking Ability
Very attack minded, always looking for the open passing lane or shooting window.  His ability to release the ball quickly and unexpected gives him a huge advantage over the defender.  He had 6 shots, 3 being on goal, and scoring 2 goals.  
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Defending Ability
Watching Junior you could easily say he’s an attacker, but he is excellent on defense as well.  His quick feet allow him to strip opponents of the ball.

[image: image5]

Heading
Is adept at heading, either while passing, controlling the ball, or shooting the ball.  He is one of the target men on set pieces, with two of them resulting in goals off of his head.  First was a long throw in from the left side that Junior flicked to teammate for a score.  Second was from a corner kick on the right side that he headed on goal, hit the crossbar and landed in front of a teammate for an easy score.
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Tackling
Did not see Junior slide tackle, but he didn’t have to for he was able to win the ball back by using his quick feet.
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Long Passing
Had a difficult time in the first ten minutes getting ball through East Coweta’s back line and that was due to tight marking.  After Centennial scored their first goal things opened up and passing was much more accurate.
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Short Passing
Junior made more short passes than long ones this game, and they were more effective.  By being marked tightly he needed to control received balls quickly and release them even faster to close teammates, which he did exceptionally.
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Right Foot
His dominant foot for shooting.  Has a powerful shot, but can also finesse it with a targeted bended ball or chip.
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Left Foot
Did not shoot with this foot, but used it with great ability when dribbling, controlling the ball, and passing.  He has a soft touch with both feet, and is very comfortable using either outside of shooting.
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TACTICAL ABILITY

Vision
Junior was always very aware of what was going on in the game.  He made great runs up the right and left wings.  He created the first goal by running to the right side of the box (on a set piece), taking two defenders with him, and thereby opening up space for Zane to receive the ball and score.

Awareness


Movement Off The Ball
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ATHLETIC ABILITY

Pace
Junior is very quick.  His great timing allowed him to intercept passes and make key runs.  More times than not he was able to fight off the double team and remain in control of the ball.  He worked hard for every ball and was not afraid to shoot.

Sharpness


Mobility


Body Strength


Workrate
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CHARACTER

Efforts To Win Ball Back
While watching Junior on the field you could tell that he’s one of the leaders on the team.  He never lost his cool, never made a bad foul.  He showed encouragement after both goals were scored against them.  The back line of East Coweta was very physical towards him, lots of pushing and shoving, trying to shake him up mentally.  But he stayed focused.

Bravery - Physical


Bravery - Mental


Energetic


Leadership


Talkative


Competitive


Team Player
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ASSESSMENT

Comments
It’s still hard to tell if Junior plays one sole position, but you could say that he divides his time between center midfield and second striker.  Centennial already has a good striker in Zane El-Shami, and when they work together it really causes headaches for an opposing team.  You could tell that East Coweta knew about Junior from the start by having one, and sometimes two, defenders shadow him the entire game.  

He has a very hard shot, scoring one in the 37th minute, 1st half from the top right corner of the penalty box off a great turn after receiving the ball with his back to goal. The other in the 14th minute, 2nd half from a pk (he was taken down in the box by the keeper). His other 4 shots were from the top of the box.  One was a set piece about 30 yards out, right side, shot about 3 feet over the goal.  2 were from the right side, 1 about 5 feet wide left, the other about a foot over.  His other shot was from the left side, about a foot over.

Junior stayed focused and kept his head in the game, not letting East Coweta’s physical play frustrate him.  He was taken out in the 29th minute of the 2nd half.
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Recommendation
Junior was the most talented player on the field.  His awareness of his teammates runs, ball skills, quick pace and timing make me believe he really has a mind for the game.  He is ready for the next level, and maybe has been for a while. In the games I’ve seen him play in, all high school, I get the impression he isn’t being challenged enough.  But his ability to work with the ball in tight situations and find the openings is very impressive.  He needs to keep his shots on goal though.  If his missed shots had been on goal I have no doubt the score would have been at least 8-2.
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