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4.47


	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	7.0

	Q.A.B
7.0
Quick Feet
7.0
C.O.D.
6.5
Flexibility
7.0
Coordination
7.0
	While his timed speed is not overly impressive for a corner, Alphonso clearly plays faster than advertized, which was best displayed against Maryland’s Darius Heyward-Bey (one of the fastest players of this draft class), whom he ran with step for step this year, even displaying the speed to recover in time when beaten off the break.  Shows excellent footwork in his back pedal, opening his hips up and transitioning fluidly from pedal to chase.  Accelerates quickly to make a play on the ball, and also displays excellent hands when going for the interception.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	7.0

	Toughness
7.0
Clutch Play
7.0
Production
7.0
Consistency
6.5
Team Player
7.0
Pride / Quit
7.5
	Demonstrated his toughness by playing through the pain of an ankle injury at one point during his senior year, showing no noticeable drop off in his level of play.  Comes up aggressively to stop the run, although he has a bad habit of trying to shoulder block the runner down, and will miss tackles at times.  Seems to come up with at least one big play every game (and practice for that matter, as he did during Senior Bowl week), whether it be an interception or key red zone PBU.  Its not surprise that he was a team captain, as he was clearly one of the most vocal leaders on a defense with quite a bit of NFL talent.  

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	 SECTION GRADE:
	7.0

	Learn / Retain
6.5
Inst/Reaction
7.5
Concentration
7.0
	He is such an instinctual corner that some have conjectured that he guesses, except he almost never guesses wrong.  Rarely gets fooled by play action or double moves.  Shows excellent technique reaching around the receiver to break up the pass without drawing a penalty with his back hand.  Does a nice job of cutting off routes in zone coverage, consistently plays with good inside leverage.  

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Body Type
4.5
	Clearly, Alphonso’s biggest weakness is his height, and it does show up on film.  Despite him often being in perfect inside position on his man, receivers have made plays over the top of him on high passes and jump balls.  He plays stronger than you would expect given his stature because he is so competitive and aggressive with his hands at the POA, but he can be beaten off the press by physical receivers.  Has an excellent closing burst which allows him to drive off his break, cut off his man, and go for the interception.

	Durability
6.0
	

	Explosion
6.5
	

	Play Strength
6.0
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	7.5
	READ AND REACT
	Excellent awareness and instincts, consistently diagnoses correctly
	Mississippi
Florida State
Maryland
Clemson
	225 REPS
13
VERTICAL JUMP
34
BROAD JUMP
10-5
20 SHUTTLE
4.38
60 SHUTTLE
DNP
3 CONE
7.09


	7.0
	MAN ON/ MAN OFF
	Keeps play in front, does not give up cushion until making play on the ball
	
	

	6.0
	MAN/ MAN TIGHT
	Maintains positioning n and out of breaks, does not lose step in transition, but must press aggressively
	
	

	7.0
	ZONE
	Reads the quarterback well, closes in quickly on his target
	
	

	7.0
	BREAK & CLOSE
	Gets an excellent jump on the ball to either reach around or cut off for the INT
	
	

	6.5
	HIPS/TURN
	Fluid hips, transitions smoothly out of his pedal
	
	

	5.5
	TACKLING
	At times will sell out and try to blow man up with shoulder instead of wrapping up
	
	

	7.0
	HANDS – INT
	Consistently catches the ball, will rack up the interceptions
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.5
	HANDS – FGT BLK
	Aggressive, quick hands help him get through blocks
	ATH. ABILITY
7.0
M/ M OFF
7.0
M/ M TIGHT
6.0
COMPETES
7.0
PLAY SPEED
6.5
INSTINCTS
7.5

	6.5
	DEEP SPEED
	Plays faster than advertized, shows excellent recovery speed to close on the receiver and ball
	

	6.5
	RETURNS
	Has the vision and shiftiness to be a scary weapon on special teams
	

	6.0
	 ERRORS
	Makes consistent reads against the pass, must consistently keep his feet when tackling
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Alphonso is a very good athlete who plays fast because of his loose hips and excellent agility.  He excels in all types of coverage, showing the ability to stay with his man downfield step for step and use his excellent closing burst to break on the ball to get INT’s and deflect passes.  Shows excellent hands going for the INT, and will also contribute as a returner.  Very intelligent player who has outstanding instincts and reaction timing.
	Lack of height hurts his ability to make plays at times in man coverage – WR’s can make catches over the top of him.  WR’s can get some separation on him by initiating contact on the jam.  Must focus on tackling with consistent technique – Will miss tackles in the NFL if he continues to dive at the runner.

	SUMMARY

	Alphonso has not gotten the media attention that the bigger and more highly touted Big Ten corners Malcolm Jenkins and Vontae Davis have, but on tape it is clear that despite his size, Alphonso is the most consistent and best all around corner of the draft class.  While he will give up the occasional play over the top because of his height, more often than not he makes a play on the ball utilizing excellent positioning, technique, and ball skills.  Some may look at him in shorts and think he isn’t fast enough, but again, it is clear on film he has excellent football speed.  His instincts and explosiveness are excellent, and he excels at working through the receiver to get between him and the ball, and reaching around to bat down passes without interfering with his back hand.  If he was 5110 instead of 5087, he would be talked about as a top ten prospect.  The NFL, however, has a long history of successful short corners, and Alphonso should be the next in line to enjoy an excellent long term career.


