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6021
238
4.70


	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	5.5

	Q.A.B
5.5
Quick Feet
6.0
C.O.D.
5.0
Flexibility
5.5
Coordination
5.5
	Zack may have timed well at the Combine but he is clearly a limited, straight line athlete.  He does show good foot quicks when rushing the passer, but in coverage is very stiff and upright, struggling to change directions and accelerate out of his transitions.  Gets knocked off line when he rushes the passer too upright, and also allows blockers first crack at his chest.  His pedal is very choppy and he looks awkward at times when running in space.  Lacks the lateral agility to move through traffic and strafe in zone coverage.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Toughness
6.5
Clutch Play
6.0
Production
5.5
Consistency
5.5
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
7.0
	Has an outstanding motor, and was at times a very productive player despite his athletic deficiencies.  He rushes the passer at full speed and aggressively takes on and sheds blockers at the POA.  Relentless in backside pursuit, never giving up on the play and often getting there in time to finish.  Closes well and hits the runner hard with a full head of steam.  As solid as he can be when rushing the passer, he was an absolute liability defending the pass.  

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	 SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Learn / Retain
6.0
Inst/Reaction
6.5
Concentration
6.0
	Uses his hands well to avoid the cut, as well as set up a variety of pass rushing moves.  Has an excellent stop and stutter and upper body fake when he isolates a blocker out in space.  Can dip his shoulder to turn the corner.  Really does a nice job of striking through the ball carrier, wrapping up and then going for the strip – Will force turnovers at the next level.  Stays at home on containment plays and attacks up field to cut off the edge on plays back to his side.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Body Type
6.0
	Looks bigger than listed size, especially in his upper body.  Shows a good burst to gain the edge, but struggles to accelerate off the break in pass coverage and consistently loses a step.  Has the strength and aggression to handle TE’s at the POA, but must learn to utilize leverage as well.  Missed time due to injuries in both sophomore and junior years but enjoyed a healthy senior campaign at California.

	Durability
6.0
	

	Explosion
6.0
	

	Play Strength
6.0
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	6.0
	READ AND REACT
	Diagnoses well and attacks up field once he gets a beat on the play
	Michigan State
Maryland
Arizona
Oregon
	225 REPS
21
VERTICAL JUMP
37
BROAD JUMP
9-9
20 SHUTTLE
DNP
60 SHUTTLE
DNP
3 CONE
7.32


	6.5
	INITIAL QUICKS
	Good burst off the line when rushing the passer
	
	

	6.0
	PLAY STRENGTH
	Aggressiveness and hand usage help him control the TE at the POA
	
	

	6.5
	TACKLING
	Uses good technique, securing the runner before going for the strip
	
	

	6.0
	SHED BLOCKER
	Has the natural strength but struggles when he gets too upright
	
	

	6.0
	RUN AT HIM
	Fills the hole aggressively to take on the runner or lead blocker
	
	

	6.5
	PURSUIT / RANGE
	Good speed to pursue from the back side
	
	

	6.5
	CLOSING BURST
	Dips and closes hard off the edge to finish the sack
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	4.5
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Struggles to locate target, shows poor agility
	ATH. ABILITY
5.5
INITIAL QUICK
6.5
PLAY STR.
6.0
COMPETES
6.5
PLAY SPEED
6.0
INSTINCTS
6.5

	4.5
	M / M COVERAGE
	Cannot stay with man in space, loses contact off cut
	

	6.5
	PASS RUSH ABIL.
	Has a variety of moves that utilize his speed and quickness
	

	5.0
	 ERRORS
	Simply cannot be used in pass coverage
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Plays non-stop to the whistle, making plays in pursuit with pure hustle.  Tackles technically sound with a strong closing burst and hits hard.  Is an effective pass rusher, showing a variety of moves to set the defender and the speed to dip his shoulder and turn the corner.  Has the strength, aggressiveness, and hands to deal with blockers at the POA.
	Straight-line athlete who really struggles out in space, especially in pass coverage.  Tight-hipped and upright in his pedal and flip, can’t stay with TE’s in man coverage or break on the ball in time in zone.  Let’s blockers into his chest, gets knocked off balance too easily.

	SUMMARY

	Zack was an interesting prospect to grade, because even though he shows refined skills as a pass rusher which would hint at athleticism, he is in actuality such a poor athlete he is a liability in other areas, namely pass coverage.  He timed well in the 40, and plays at this speed when getting after the quarterback or pursuing in a straight line, but he struggles mightily to change directions and make adjustments in space, and looks very awkward when running.  While teams will certainly covet his pass rushing skills and competitiveness, he simply can’t be used in a 4-3 because he is so bad against the pass, and has a limited skill set even for the 3-4, where he will be able to utilize his greatest assets.  I expect Zack to be a mid round pick for a 3-4 team and to make a roster, but because of he is such a mediocre athlete he will never develop into an every down starter, and will need to be used situationally.


