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4.42


	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	5.5                                                                                     

	Q.A.B
5.5
Quick Feet
6.0
C.O.D.
5.5
Flexibility
5.5
Coordination
6.0
	Ian is an upright runner who lacks looks stiff in the hips when he tries to change directions.  He lacks the foot quicks to make sharp cuts or elude defenders in space.  He does not show the ability to change speeds and accelerate through the hole before it closes, and lakes the speed to run away from defenders to the end zone.  While he fights the ball while catching at times, he does run crisp, precise routes for a running back.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Toughness
6.0
Clutch Play
6.5
Production
6.0
Consistency
6.0
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
6.5
	For being more of a power back he needs to be more aggressive at the LOS.  Once he gets up to full speed he can easily run through arm tackles, but too often he is tentative at the line and does not have the acceleration to restart and escape once he is initially held up.  He was an extremely reliable back throughout his career in all three phases of the running back’s game.  While he was the go-to man for much of his career at Boise St., he saw a significant drop in his carries his senior season, when he was often spelled by the younger and clearly more athletic Jeremy Avery.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Learn / Retain
6.5
Inst/Reaction
6.0
Concentration
6.5
	Ian has good vision and recognizes the cutback lane, and is patient setting up his blockers.  He does a nice job of taking on blitzers head up, stepping up to meet them at the LOS and using good hand technique, leverage, and shuffle to drive them out.  He does struggle with his cut technique however, as he tends to fall at his opponent’s ankles and whiff.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Body Type
6.0
	He looks thicker on film than he truly is, and needs to add bulk to maintain his health in the NFL, especially considering his somewhat upright running style.  Because of his upright style, he does not play as strong at the POA as he is capable of, especially if he is forced to make a move before he hits the hole.  He does do a good job of lowering his shoulders and driving his legs into the end zone on goal line carries.  His limited burst mars his ability to get through tight spots.

	Durability
6.0
	

	Explosion
5.5
	

	Play Strength
6.0
	

	GDE
CATEGORY 
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
 GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	6.0
	RUN INSTINCTS
	Reads the defense, sees field well
	Hawaii
San Jose St
New Mexico St
Fresno St

	225 REPS
26
VERTICAL JUMP
33
BROAD JUMP
9-8
20 SHUTTLE
4.18
60 SHUTTLE
11.63
3 CONE
6.86


	5.5
	ELUSIVENESS
	Lacks hip swerve to make people miss
	
	

	5.5
	CUTBACK ABIL.
	Lacks explosion to plant and accelerate
	
	

	6.0
	INSIDE RUNNER
	Must consistently lower shoulder, churn legs
	
	

	5.0
	OUTSIDE RUNNER
	Does not have speed to gain edge, easily stopped by good angles
	
	

	5.5
	HANDS RCVING
	Not a natural pass catcher
	
	

	5.5
	ADJUST TO BALL
	Does not fluidly pluck and turn up field
	
	

	6.0
	R.A.C
	Once he turns up field runs aggresively
	

	6.0
	RUN BLOCKER 
	Plays with effective leverage
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.0
	PASS BLOCKER
	Shuffles and uses hands well
	SIZE
6.0
ATH. ABILITY
5.5
HANDS
5.5
COMPETES
6.0
PLAY SPEED
5.0
BLOCKING
6.0

	6.0
	DURABLE / TOUGHS
	Could use added weight to frame considering type of back he is
	

	6.5
	FUMBLE / ERRORS
	Consistent with ball security, especially down by goal line
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Ian is a very intelligent player who does a nice job following his blockers and waiting for lanes to open up before accelerating through.  He has the vision to see the cutback lanes, and runs hard once he gets a head of steam.  Was extremely productive in the red zone, as he seemed to run harder and had a nose for the goal line.  While he lacks natural hands he was effective as a pass catcher because of his good route running, and was also an effective blocker who played with the instincts and aggression to consistently neutralize and eliminate his man.
	He lacks the burst needed to get through the defense, and his lack of speed keeps him from stretching the field or beating defenders to the edge.  Looks a bit stiff trying to negotiate which could be due in part to his upright running style.  While he patiently sets up his blockers, because of his lack of acceleration he needs to be more aggressive at the POA, as he is brought down too easily when trying to dance at the LOS.  Missed the better part of 3 games his junior season to injury, and will need to add significant bulk to hold up in the NFL.  Is older and has seen a lot more touches than most running back prospects coming out of college.

	SUMMARY

	After a huge sophomore that culminated in his school’s stunning upset of Oklahoma in the 2007 Fiesta Bowl, Ian Johnson was receiving a ton of accolades, and high expectations in terms of his translation to the NFL.  Unfortunately for him, in 2008 he suffered multiple injuries that knocked him out of multiple games, including an ankle injury that significantly limited him in the bowl game.  Because of these injuries he had to come back for his senior season (he was red-shirted as a frosh), where considering his style of game, he was not going to improve his draft stock much.  Watching him on film, his lack of athleticism is very apparent, and made even more so his senior year by his smaller, more athletic counterpart in the backfield, with whom he split carries with almost evenly after being “the man” the previous two seasons.  He lacks the speed and explosion to get into space, and is not very elusive at the POA.  He was very productive in college because of his smarts and instincts as a runner, and his ability to contribute as both a blocker and a receiver out of the backfield.  While I do not envision him ever being a feature back, he can be valuable depth as a #3 back who contributes on 3rd downs and special teams.  Teams like the Patriots who value versatility will want to take a close look at him in the later rounds of the draft.


