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227
4.95
28

	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Q.A.B
6.0
Quick Feet
6.0
C.O.D.
5.5
Flexibility
6.0
Coordination
6.0
	While teams won’t have to game plan to stop his running ability, he does possess mobility in terms of being able to move within the pocket to buy time, and reset his feet and his shoulders.  He is capable of pulling the ball down and taking off to pick up yardage, but is not a threat in the open field.  As the 2008 season progressed he developed certain poor habits in his mechanics and footwork that will need correction.  In particular, he sets at too wide a base, which not only lowers his eye level and release point, buts hurts his ability to move within the pocket, and keeps him from fully transferring his weight properly.  Because of this, while he does throw with good velocity, it often comes from having to over-throw the ball.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Toughness
6.5
Clutch Play
6.0
Production
6.5
Consistency
6.5
Team Player
6.0
Pride / Quit
6.0
	One of my main concerns about Mark after the first two games was the lack of pressure he was seeing, and whether he could handle adversity.  Any questions about his toughness disappeared immediately when Sanchez dislocated his kneecap but was ready to play game 1 and did not miss a game.  While he struggled with his accuracy when under pressure early in the year, he was able to make smarter, quicker decisions as the season progressed, and showed he could make accurate throws inside of 10 yards even when forced to throw off his back foot.  He went against the advice of nearly everyone around him and decided to enter the draft early, so the interview process will be extremely important with him, as teams try to determine what his true motives are. 

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Learn / Retain
6.5
Inst/Reaction
6.5
Concentration
6.0
	This is perhaps the most exciting part of Mark’s game, as he showed marked improvement in a variety of areas in terms of his mental game, even within the confines of one year of starting.  Early in the season he tended to hold onto the ball for too long in the pocket, but by his bowl game he really excelled at reading coverages, setting up the safeties and linebackers with his eyes, and getting rid of the ball quickly and accurately.  By the end of the year he seemed to have a full grasp of his offense was able to locate and deliver to secondary targets with ease.  He showed the ability to put zip on the ball and use touch to lay it in over the top of tight coverage.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Body Type
6.0
	Mark has good size for an NFL quarterback, but considering his issues in the summer with his knee whoever drafts him will need to work quickly with him in improving his stance, as leaves himself vulnerable to dangerous hits on his lower body because of his long stance and over-stride.  While his arm strength improved by year’s end, he does not possess a naturally strong arm, and really has to make a concerted effort to put heat on his ball.

	Durability
6.0
	

	Explosion
6.0
	

	Play Strength
6.0
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	6.0
	TECHNIQUE
	Too much windup in his delivery
	UVA
Ohio State
Oregon St.
Arizona

Notre Dame
Penn St.
	225 REPS
DNP
VERTICAL JUMP
32.5
BROAD JUMP
9-8
20 SHUTTLE
4.21
60 SHUTTLE
DNP
3 CONE
7.08


	6.0
	ARM STRENGTH
	Not a naturally strong thrower
	
	

	6.0
	CONVERT %
	Over 50% in key situations I charted
	
	

	5.5
	2ND LIVES
	A better base will help him escape easier
	
	

	6.5
	ACC SHORT IN PKT
	Very efficient inside of 10 yards
	
	

	5.5
	ACC LONG IN PKT
	Must work on timing of his deep balls
	
	

	6.0
	ACC ON MOVE
	Resets shoulders and feet properly
	
	

	6.0
	BIG PLAYS
	Must improve long ball placement
	

	6.0
	UNDER PRESSURE
	Not often tested, must stand taller in pocket
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.0
	LDRSHIP / POISE
	Patient enough to wait for routes to develop and take what defense gives 
	SIZE
6.0
ATH.ABILITY
6.0       

STRENGTH
6.0
COMPETES
6.5
PLAY SPEED
5.5

	6.5
	READ DEFENSES
	Makes good pre-snap reads and delivers the ball quickly
	

	6.0
	BIG ERRORS
	Sometimes assumes because he has looked safeties off they are out of position
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Mentally Mark is clearly strong, as although he only has one full year of starting experience, he was very productive, and showed visible improvement in several areas of his game as the year progressed.  He really does a nice job of making quick decisions at the LOS based on coverage, and moves easily thru his progressions, showing great patience by throwing the underneath routes when his downfield receivers are covered.  His arm strength has improved throughout the year, and he is now better able throw the difficult cross-hash out with decent accuracy.
	At the beginning of his junior year, while he had a much more natural throwing motion and more consistent footwork, his ball lacked zip and his accuracy struggled at times.  He has since improved his arm strength, but he plays with his feet too far apart which hurts his ability to stride through, and his accuracy downfield is not sufficient.  He must learn to play taller in the pocket which will help his accuracy and vision, and prevent more balls from being batted down at the LOS.  Must prove he can handle consistent pressure from NFL defenses.

	SUMMARY

	I was not overly impressed with Mark in September, and felt that he would definitely need another season to prepare for the NFL.  While I still believe another year at USC would have served him well, his rapid development and high ceiling is certainly exciting.  He is already an example of why arm strength is sometimes an overrated trait for prospects, as he has clearly improved this through the course of the year.  He is on of the best in the college game in terms of setting up the defense with his eyes in one direction, and coming back quickly to the open man on the other end.  While his current footwork leads to other problems, I believe that proper coaching and attention can help him improve his mistakes.  His predecessor at USC has struggled with the speed of the game in the NFL, and Sanchez must prove he can handle the constant pressure he will see, something that was not much of a concern at his college program.  Mark has the potential to be a very good starter in the NFL, but at this point is not as polished and prepared as some of his more game day experienced cohorts.


